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close to the frontier that he would have no difficulty in re-
ceiving succour from Germany. As early as March, 1791,
Mercy had written to the queen, " Alsace should be regarded
as the central point of the operations, which are to be
attempted. In obtaining possession of the city and citadel
of Strasbourg, a position will be secured, at once safe and
formidable, within reach of the promised assistance, and at the
same time with a secure retreat in case of need."1 Marshal
Luckher, who had assumed the command of the city and
province, had net more than fifteen thousand men under his
command, of whom three-quarters were raw recruits; and it
was believed that, as a soldier of fortune, he could be easily
won over. The Marquis de Viomenil,2 one of the ablest of the
&nigr6 chiefs, was sent to Kehl, with an unlimited command
of money, and the order of the princes that Strasbourg should
be seized in the name of the king; and M. de Thessonet, a
young aide-de-camp, went in and out of the city, at the peril
of his life, to make the necessary arrangements. The officers
of the garrison, which consisted of the two regiments of Car-
bineers, the Regiment Royal-Li6gois, the German regiment of
Salm-Salm, and the Swiss regiments of Yigier and Pallavicini,
were quite ready to co-operate. Liickner seemed careless, and
all was ready by December 28, From that day, to January 10,
Cond6 waited for the news of a rising, and kept his troops in
hand to enter the city. But the news never came. The
officers hesitated to commit themselves; Dietrich, the Mayor
of Strasbourg, who was informed of the plot by the Chancellor
Ochs, of B&le, his brother-in-law, was on his guard; and in
January, the young Prince de Broglie arrived to take up his
post, as chief of the staff to Liickner, and his presence was
enough by itself to confirm the old marshal's loyalty to his
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